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Updated January 2013 

New Home Construction and 

Septic System Guidance 
 

 Have sewage disposal area 

marked by a surveyor when 

house corners are staked. 

 Proposed home must be fitted 

with the correct size of septic 

system to ensure proper func-

tion. 

 Required setback distances 

from wells, dwellings, utilities 

and water courses must be 

met. 

 Know where the entire septic 

system is, including all drain-

fields. 

 Keep copies of permits and 

site plans for future reference. 

 Homeowners are permitted to 

install their own septic sys-

tems so long as proper creden-

tials (if needed—such as for 

mound systems) are available 

and routine inspections from 

the Health Department are fol-

lowed. 

“What you need to 

know about your         

septic system” 



ENVIROMENTAL PROTECTION 
 

“Providing safe and adequate sewage 
disposal to our local community.” 
 

Our Role 
 

Environmental Protection provides the 
county with site evaluations and the 
issuance of permits for new and  
replacement septic system permits.   
Economic feasibility and public health 
are the priorities in septic system  
design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Septic Permits and Fees 
 

Tank Only  $100 

Sewage Permit $250 

(Replacement) 

Sewage Permit $300 

(New Construction) 
 

Applications can be found at: 

www.wicomicohealth.org 

IMPORTANT TIPS FOR THE 
HOMEOWNER 

    

“Maintain your septic system like you would a 
car to ensure better performance.”  
 

Septic Tank Maintenance 
 

 Pump tank on a regular basis; verify 
that all chambers are pumped clean. 

 Replace cracked/broken lids promptly.  
They can be a health hazard and allow 
excess water into system. 

 Avoid driving , using heavy equipment, 
or building over your septic tank 

 If your septic tank is fitted with an ef-
fluent filter, rinse it regularly into the 
septic tank (6-8 months). 

 
General Septic System Tips 

 

 Avoid flushing anything that does not 
belong, including unused medications. 

 Plan ahead.  If having a large party/
gathering, pump tank just prior to 
event. 

 Ensure that all fixtures are leak free. 
 Avoid additives. 
 Beware of changes in the plumbing 

system; bubbling/slow draining. 
 To see if you qualify for a free nutri-

ent reduction unit, go to 
www.wicomicohealth.org. 
all 

“The life expectancy of a septic system is 
finite and should not be taken for granted.” 

 
Replacement Septic Systems 

 

 Life span of a septic system is  
    directly related to maintenance and        
 care. 
 Water conditioner backwash and 

excess irrigation over a septic     
system can contribute to an early 
failure. 

 Water conservation and regularly 
scheduled maintenance can prolong 
the life of your system. 

 Wet areas in close proximity to the 
drainfield portion may indicate sys-
tem failure. 

 Septic system installers in Wicomico 
County must be licensed and in-
sured. 

 Comparative shopping for any re-
pairs/replacements may be quite 
informative. 

 Written contracts can provide a 
sense of consumer protection. 

 


